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CLEANING  AND 
RENOVATING 

AFTER  ELOODS 


About  the  first  step  to  "be  taken  in  making  a  flooded  home 


habitable,   after  the  emergency  sanitary  precautions,  which  are  public  health 


recommends  that  the  heating  apparatus  he  cleaned  thoroughly  of  mud,  first, 
using  water,   scrubbing  brush  and  a  long  stick  to  reach  every  part.  Stoves, 

like  furnaces,  will  show  rust  and  will  need  thorough  cleaning.   

recommends  going  over  every  part  carefully,  particularly  the  flues,  scouring 
with  steel  wool  and   crude  oil,  giving  particular  attention  to  the  inside  of 
the  oven  at  the  back  and  other  spots  hard  to  reach. 


water-soaked  electric  wiring  may  cause  short  circuits.     It  is  dangerous  to 
use  it  until  it  has  been  tested  by  an  electrician.     Electric  equipment  must 
be  cleaned  before  it  is  used.     Some  motors  may  be  reclaimed  if  sent  to  the 
factory. 

To  recondition  the  furnishings  of  the  home  will  take  a  long 
time.     Fabrics  should  be  dried  at  once,  even  if  they  cannot  be  washed  first, 
as  mildew  attacks  the  fibers  and  the  mildew  stains  are  almost  impossible  to 
take  out.     Every  room  touched  by  the  flood  will  have  to  be  emptied  and 


matters,   is  to  dry  out  the  house. 


extension  engineer, 


With  a  fire  built  in  the  heating  apparatus,  doors  and  windows 


open,  circulation  of  air  will  aid  in  drying. 


warns  that 
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thoroughly  cleaned.     Later,   one  can  paint  or  varnish  the  woodwork  and  refinish 
the  walls.     Some  of  the  wood  furniture  can  he  scraped  and  refinished  later. 
If  overstuffed  furniture  has  "been  completely  soaked,  it  may  he  necessary  to 
remove  all  the  stuffing  and  reupholster  the  piece.     Slip  covers  will  do  to 
cover  upholstery  that  is  stained  hut  otherwise  in  good  condition.  . 

Mattresses  that  have  "been  water-soaked  are  usually  impossihle 
to  recondition  at  home.  Pillows,  however,  can  he  washed  in  the  usual  house- 
hold way.  Household  cottons  and  linens  touched  by  flood  waters  will  have  to 
"be  washed,  sunned  and  treated  to  remove  as  much  of  the  mud  stains  as  possible. 
Hot  water  will  set  the  stains,  so  stained  articles  should  first  be  rinsed  in 
cold  water  several  times  and  then  put  into  soapsuds.  Some  of  the  white 
articles  will  respond  to  repeated  rinsing  and  sunning.     The  usual  laundry 

"bleaches,  says,   are  of  no  avail  in  removing 

these  stains. 

Most  of  the  food  reached  by  flood  water  will  be  unfit  to  eat, 
unless  it  can  be  washed  and  boiled,  but  canned  goods  that  show  no  leak,  swell- 
ing or  other  signs  of  spoilage,  may  be  washed  thoroughly  and  used,  according 

to  .     The  tops  can  be  disinfected  by 

inverting  in  a  calcium  chloride  solution. 
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